




Mrs. Elena Prince, new Choral Director, gave permission to 

the FAB to repost this letter that she shared with the choir. 

For those who have not met me, my name is Mrs. Prince. I am thrilled 
to introduce myself as the choral director at Bishop O'Connell High 

School beginning this fall. 

I have spent the last year teaching music at Duke Ellington School of 

the Arts in Georgetown. This was a fantastic experience for me as it 
further reinforced my want to teach music to high school students like 
yourselves. Human connection is at the center of choral music, and I 

hope to be able to further your love for music the way your current 
director, Mrs. Stahr, has done so beautifully. 

Before I taught at Duke Ellington, I was the music teacher at St. Mark 
Catholic School in Vienna, VA for 7 years. During six of those years, 

I directed 4 choirs, 2 of which consisted of high school students like 

you. 

Your choral director, Mrs. Stahr, and I have collaborated for several 
Christmas concerts over the years, and the students of St. Mark were 

able to see what fine musicians were at Bishop O'Connell. Some have 
even chosen O'Connell as their high school due to the choral 
program. That is the influence you all have had. 

I so look forward to meeting you all in person, and making beautiful 
music throughout the year. God bless. 

Mrs. Elena Prince 
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All-Virtual Student Gemma Mccreight, '22 

Symphonic Band, Jazz Band, Flute Choir 
1. The environment and experience are completely different from a normal
year. It doesn't feel like I'm playing as a member of the band; rather someone

playing along to the performance as a spectator.

2. I wound up purchasing a microphone, as the quality was much better with

it rather than using just my phone or laptop. It's a Blue Yeti- decently priced
and works well.

3. I don't believe I was able to make much of a connection with my ensemble this year. It felt like I

wasn't able to get to know the other members of the ensemble that I hadn't known prior to this year.

4. Virtual performing has had its difficulties, but there are good outcomes from it. We discovered a way

to perform together even though we aren't together. Being at home has given me the opportunity to really
spend time practicing by myself without any excuses.

5. Coming back to Jazz Band on Friday at the Plaza was a lot of fun. I forgot how much I loved hearing

the band perform all together!

6. I have my hesitations about how full in-person learning will go next year, but overall I am excited to

be back for my senior year and to be able to play with the band in-person again.

7. As a senior next year, I hope to be able to finish school feeling satisfied with what I was able to do
these past few years. I hope to graduate looking back on good things, especially in the music department!

Tommy Green, '22 

O'Connell Knights 

No, you're not seeing septuplets. It's all one singer

junior Tommy Green! 

One day Tommy had the tune "Jesus Loves Me" 

stuck in his head, and to conquer the earworm, he 

created an exquisite acapella version of himself 

performing the song. It took only 30 minutes to 

arrange, using the Acapella app. 

Tommy is currently working on several musical 

projects. He doesn't claim to have any "super 

music knowledge." He says "I've learned how to 

make things as satisfying as possible, but it all 

starts with hearing and an idea." 

Listen here! 

https ://www.instagram.com/p/CPzJiI Q DE I GI
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CPzJiIQDE1G/


https://tinyurl.com/xudznfvu
https://www.bishopoconnell.org/the-arts/fine-arts-boosters/fine-arts-merchandise
https://www.bishopoconnell.org/the-arts/fine-arts-boosters/dues
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PXVPYZJ
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