
English Summer Reading 2020-2021 
Advanced Placement Literature 

 
The mission of the English department is to foster excellence in critical thinking, analytical 

writing, public speaking, and engaged reading. The department strongly believes that reading is a habit to 

be cultivated and nurtured throughout one’s life and is a habit that does not take a hiatus during the 

summer months. In the words of American author Ursula K. LeGuin, “We read books to find out who we 

are. What other people, real or imaginary, do and think and feel...is an essential guide to our 

understanding of what we ourselves are and may become.” 

The following summer reading assignment is designed to introduce students to acknowledged 

literary classics, to enable students to expand their critical thinking skills, to assist students in acquiring 

the necessary vocabulary to discuss the works, and to provide a framework for students to write cogent 

analytical essays.  

You will read two required 19th-century novels and one 20th century choice novel.  Consider the 

essential questions listed that will help guide your reading and writing. Be sure to annotate as you read 

and take notes that will provide the basis for discussion when you start school in August. Please be 

prepared to bring your annotated copy of each book to class. Plan to have all assignments completed by 

August 31. Assessments will be in the form of a test, essay, and/or seminar discussion during the first 

three weeks of school.  

 
Required novels: Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë + The Turn of the Screw by Henry James 
You must also read ONE of the following:  
Vile Bodies by Evelyn Waugh 
The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway 
Catch-22 by Joseph Heller  

Wise Blood by Flannery O’Connor 
Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf  
The Ministry of Fear by Graham Greene 

 
CHOICE NOVEL OVERVIEWS: 
These 20th century novels - some British, some American -  present a variety of postwar responses and ideas of the 
hero. Choice novels also provide an opportunity for you to continue expanding your breadth of reading, an essential 
element for success on the AP Lit exam (and excellence in life!).  
→ Vile Bodies: A scathing satirical lens focuses on the lives of the Bright Young Things in 1920s London. What harm 
can come from parties, phone conversations, gossip columns, and fake news in a post-war world?  
→ The Sun Also Rises: Follow the narrator, Jake Barnes, as he travels Europe searching for happiness and coming to 
terms with the hopelessness of his love for a woman in the post-World War I generation. 
→ Catch-22: Keep up with the dizzying flashbacks of this satirical take on military service and survival, colored with 
black humor, grotesque, graphic depictions, and surprisingly deep reflections on the nature of good and evil.     

**Note: Mature content. Reader discretion advised. 
→ Wise Blood: A Southern Gothic work of dark comedy centered on a man trying to run from God by founding the 
“Church without Christ.” Surrounded by a cast of bizarre characters, will he win followers and achieve his goal? 
O’Connor puts her characters - and readers - to the test by stretching their perspectives of faith and human nature.  
→ Mrs. Dalloway: Ride the streams-of-consciousness of an upper-class woman hosting a dinner party and a WWI 
vet grappling with post-traumatic stress disorder presented over the course of a single June day in London, 1923.  
→ The Ministry of Fear: Espionage meets comedy in this spy thriller set during the London Blitz. Enjoy the plot 
twists and turns while exploring questions of guilt, love, crime, and pity. 



Upon our return to school, works will be discussed in the order listed below. All work must be typed in 
correct MLA format, including proper MLA citation of quotes, and will be submitted to TurnItIn.com.   
 
1. Wuthering Heights. This novel follows the lives of two families, the Earnshaws and the Lintons, and 
their respective households (Wuthering Heights and Thrushcross Grange) and explores the impact of one 
character in particular, Heathcliff, on the lives of all he encounters.  

→ Essential Questions: 
a. This novel is a frame story. How do the various narrators add to your understanding of the 

characters and their actions? 
b. Heathcliff is often described as a villain. Is he? Why or why not? 

Assignment: Select THREE (3) passages you found particularly compelling. Type the passages (include 
chapter + page numbers) and a ½ page explanation (for ea. passage) defending your choice. 
 
2. The Turn of the Screw : This novella is a ghost story told by a woman who once was a governess to 
two small children.  
→ Essential Questions: 

a. How does the governess’ state of mind affect her actions? 
b. Consider under what circumstances the ghosts appear to the governess.  

Assignment: Are the ghosts real or do they exist only in the mind of the governess? Take a position and 
argue your point with at least THREE specific references to the novel (2 pages). 
 
3. For your choice novel : 
Essential Questions:  

a. What is the narrative structure and narrative pace of this novel? 
b. What post-war worldview/s is/are presented in the novel?  

Assignment #1: Reflection. Write a two-page reflection paper (you may use first person!) in which you 
focus on a passage, a chapter, a character, a sentence, a word, an image, or anything that strikes your 
interest in the novel. Your paper should present and explore at least FOUR meaningful questions about 
the subject of your reflection. 
 
Assignment #2: Analysis. Determine which character in your novel should be considered the hero and 
why. Next, describe this character’s worldview. Identify and explain a specific instance in which this 
character makes a decision or takes an action that reflects his/her worldview. Your response should 
include at least TWO quotes (1-2 pages).  
 
 
I look forward to meeting all of you in the fall for your SENIOR YEAR! In the meantime, feel free to contact 
me with any questions or to share your reading thoughts.  
 
Happy summer,  
 
Ms. Bonutti 
vbonutti@bishopoconnell.org 


