
Background 

The Constitution is the blueprint for American government. Its eventual creation was a result of Enlightenment 
theory, a war with Great Britain followed by the Declaration of Independence and then a failed government 
experiment. The goal of this summer assignment is for students to gain a solid understanding of how these 
events influenced the United States’ system of government, a system that balances governmental power with 
individual rights.  

Enlightenment philosophers, who championed the idea that people had natural, God-given rights and for a 
social contract between a democratic government and the people, influenced the political views of colonial 
leaders like Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. Enlightenment ideas challenged 
traditional political thinking in Europe. Absolute monarchies governed European societies and in the reigns of 
kings and queens, citizens were ruled in part by restrictions on speech, religion and trade.  

Against this backdrop, tensions between Great Britain and the colonies flared up after the British won a costly 
victory over France in the French and Indian War, fought from 1756 to 1763.   Post-war British policies towards 
the colonies eventually yielded the colonists’ decision to overcome their reluctance and declare independence 
from the Crown. With their victory over England, Americans turned to governing themselves. The first attempt 
failed during the 1780s and created an urgency to build a stronger governing framework -- which became the 
Constitution. The new challenge, which created great and sometimes heated debate at the Constitutional 
Convention of 1787 and then during ratification of the Constitution, was how to create a strong central 
government that would protect the rights of individuals. 

Assignment 

1) Each item in the timeline should be defined in your own words (no cutting and pasting or changing one 
or two words) and then students should offer at least one reason why the item is significant. 

Suggestion:  Ask yourself, and then answer, a question such as, “Why is this item important 
enough to be put on this timeline?” NOTE: your written responses for each item should be no 
less than 50 words but not exceed 100 words -- brevity and concise answers are encouraged. 

2) Students will separately create an illustrated timeline, drawing (no cutting and pasting) illustrations for 
each item.  Not all of us are Vincent Van Gogh, but do your best to illustrate each item on the timeline, 
some of the best illustrations can come from stick figures…let your imaginations run wild. 

3) Answer the following two questions in paragraph form, each answer should be no less than 100 words but 
not exceed 200 words: 

a. Given what you have developed, how would you describe the path to American independence? 

b. In your view, does government today meet the Founding Fathers’ goal to create a strong central 
government that protects the rights of individuals. Why or why not? 

4) Submissions are due no later than the first Friday upon our return to school, but you are strongly 
encouraged to submit your assignment early!  



Events for Timeline 

John Locke Boston Tea Party Philadelphia Convention 
Charles de Montesquieu First Continental Congress Federalist Papers 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau Battles of Lexington and Concord Delaware – 1st to ratify Const. 
Treaty of Paris Declaration of Independence President Washington 
Sugar Act Articles of Confederation ratified Congress proposes Bill of Rights 
Stamp Act Treaty of Paris Rhode Island – 13th to ratify Const. 
Boston Massacre Shay's Rebellion Bill of Rights ratified 

 

Rubric for Event 
Summary 

Exceptional 
5 

Good 
4 

Developing 
3 

Incomplete 
2-0 Points 

Summative 
Accuracy of summative definition 
while avoiding plagiarism 

Summary is 
accurate and 
original 

Summary is 
accurate but lacks 
originality 

Summary is 
inaccurate and 
lacks originality 

Little to no effort 
put forth for 
accuracy or 
originality 

 

Analytical  
Demonstration of student’s 
understanding of the topic 

Exceptional 
understanding 

Good 
understanding 

Some 
understanding 

Little to No 
understanding 

 

Command of Written Language 
Demonstrates command of written 
language conventions 

Demonstrates 
consistent control 
of grammar, 
sentence structure, 
& spelling.  

Demonstrates 
control of 
grammar, sentence 
structure, & 
spelling. 

Demonstrates 
some control of 
grammar, sentence 
structure, & 
spelling. 

Demonstrates little 
control of 
grammar, sentence 
structure, & 
spelling. 

 

Total points      
 

Rubric for Timeline 
Illustrations 

Exceptional 
5 

Good 
4 

Developing 
3 

Incomplete 
2-0 Points 

Creative 
Degree of student creativity, 
originality, or imagination 

Exceptional 
creativity 

Good creativity Some Creativity Little to No 
creativity 

 

Analytical  
Demonstration of student’s 
understanding of the topic and 
chronological order of events 

Exceptional 
understanding 

Good 
understanding 

Some 
understanding 

Little to No 
understanding 

 

Practical 
Student’s product reflects time and 
effort 

Exceptional effort Good effort Some effort Little to No effort 
 

Total points      
 

Rubric for Paragraph 
Questions 

Exceptional 
5 

Good 
4 

Developing 
3 

Incomplete 
2-0 Points 

Historical Summation 
Demonstration of understanding 
and sequencing of historical events 

Writer 
demonstrates 
logical sequencing 
of ideas using 
supporting details 
introduced by the 
project. 

Writer attempts to 
use logical 
sequencing of ideas 
using supporting 
details introduced 
by the project. 

Writer attempts to 
use logical 
sequencing of ideas 
but fails to use 
supporting details 
introduced by the 
project. 

Writer fails to use 
logical sequencing 
of ideas and fails to 
use supporting 
details introduced 
by the project. 

 

Analytical  
Demonstration of student’s 
understanding of the topic 

Exceptional 
understanding 

Good 
understanding 

Some 
understanding 

Little to No 
understanding 

 

Command of Written Language 
Demonstrates command of written 
language conventions 

Demonstrates 
consistent control 
of grammar, 
sentence structure, 
& spelling.  

Demonstrates 
control of 
grammar, sentence 
structure, & 
spelling. 

Demonstrates 
some control of 
grammar, sentence 
structure, & 
spelling. 

Demonstrates little 
control of 
grammar, sentence 
structure, & 
spelling. 

 

Total points      


