
 

Welcome to AP Psychology!  
Summer Assignment  

 
WATCH ME FIRST! This video will explain everything.  
 
I am thrilled you have elected to enroll in Advanced Placement (AP) Psychology. While this course does 
prepare for the annual AP Psychology Exam it will also introduce you to a variety of topics in the 
ever-growing field of psychology that you can apply and see in your daily life. Psychology is the study of 
behavior and mental processes so as you can imagine, we will spend our upcoming year together 
learning about everything related to such actions and mental activities. Topics that we will cover include: 
history of psychology, clinical psychology (disorders and treatment), behavioral psychology, 
neuroscience, intelligence, and many more!  
 
This summer, I want you to focus on Unit 1 and Unit 2 in your textbook. It will be very helpful to have 
these units addressed this summer so we can move quickly the first month of school. Textbook 
information can be found here.  
 
Before you start these assignments you must first actually read Units 1 & 2 in your textbook. 
These assignments will be much easier if you start by reading first. It will help to become familiar 
with your text as we will use it daily this year.  
 
In the following pages you will see two assignments: one assignment for Unit 1 and one assignment for 
Unit 2. If you have questions during the summer, do not hesitate to contact me at any point as I am happy 
to help. The best way to reach me is via email: adesmarais@bishopoconnell.org. Your summer 
assignment is due the first Friday we are back to school.  
 
Have a great summer and I hope you enjoy learning about the fascinating world of Psychology!  
Ms. Desmarais  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.loom.com/share/307691a8a7254d8fa317c73d59eda8e2
https://www.bfwpub.com/high-school/us/product/Myers-Psychology-for-AP/p/1464113076
mailto:adesmarais@bishopoconnell.org


 

 
 Psychology Summer Assignment Part 1  

Famous Psychologists Unit 1  
 

Instructions: Read Unit 1 (pages 1-24) in your textbook. Unit 1 is a critical foundation for this course as 
many of the psychologists mentioned in this unit will be referenced throughout the entire year. The 
following psychologists are very important for our time in AP Psychology:  
 
Wilhelm Wundt 
Edward Titchener  
William James  
G. Stanley Hall  
Mary Whiton Calkins 
Margaret Floy Washburn  
Sigmund Freud  

John B. Watson  
B.F. Skinner 
Carl Rogers  
Ivan Pavlov 
Jean Piaget  
Charles Darwin  
Dorothea Dix  

 
After you’ve read about the aforementioned psychologists, you are going to create a basic slide 
presentation (we’ll start simple) within Google Slides, Powerpoint, Prezi, etc. You will have 1 
psychologist on each slide so 15 total slides (including the cover slide). Since this is a powerpoint you 
may use bullet points.  
 
You will create a slide for each psychologist to include the following information:  
 

● Image of the psychologist with citation (website alone is acceptable) ____/5 pts.  
● Birth & death dates ____/5 pts.  
● Major contribution to the field of Psychology (Must be thorough! Don’t just say “psychodynamic” 

for Freud. You must explain what psychodynamic actually means from your reading) ____/5 pts. 
You might have to look this person up in other chapters of your textbook to learn more. Use the 
index to do so.  

● Memory clue that will help you remember this psychologist and his or her contribution ____/5 pts.  
● Title slide with your name on it ____/5 pts.  
● Spelling, grammar, punctuation, creativity ____/5 pts.  
● EXTRA CREDIT: Pick 3 psychologists and research any major publications, controversies or 

other interesting historical facts. This information can go directly on the slide for that psychologist.  
 
 

TOTAL POINTS ____/30 PTS.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
AP Psychology Summer Assignment Part 2  

Create an Experiment Unit 2  

Instructions: Read Unit 2 (pages 29 - 69) in your textbook. After you read Unit 2 watch this CrashCourse 
video. Next, you are going to apply concepts you read about and watched to work independently and 
pretend you are a licensed psychologist looking to put an idea you have to the test. (For example, 
drinking Gatorade helps me in soccer practice).  

Design an experiment to include the parts listed below. You do not have to actually test out this 
experiment - the purpose of this project is just to familiarize yourself with the scientific method 
terminology. You may use Google Slides or Canva for this assignment.  

● Title Slide with your name and title of your experiment___/1 pt 
● Background information ___2 pts 

○ Why are you interested in this? Have you seen this happening recently to you? 
○ In complete sentences, describe why you are interested in this particular phenomena 

● Hypothesis ___2 pts 
○ Remember, be specific  
○ Do not just say “running will make you happy” 
○ “Running for 30 mi (specifies how long) Monday - Friday after school starting at 3 p.m. 

(specifies when) on the DJO track (specifies where) will improve mood  
● Population ___ 2 pts 

○ Who are you interested in learning about? 
● Independent variable___2 pts  

○ The thing you are interested in learning about  
● Dependent variable ___2 pts 

○ The thing you are measuring (happiness, grades, goals scored, etc)  
● Control group ___2 pts 

○ Remember, this is the group who is NOT getting “messed with” 
● Experimental group ___2 pts 

○ Remember, this is the group getting “messed with” meaning they have exposure to the 
independent variable 

● Confounding variable ___2 pts 
○ Think: what else could be going on?  

● Random assignment ___2 pts 
○ How do you assign who is in the control group and who is in the experimental group? 

● Spelling, punctuation, evident that the student has proofread work ___/1 pt. 

TOTAL POINTS _____20 pts. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFV71QPvX2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFV71QPvX2I

