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Thank You, O’Connell
Dear O’Connell Family,

Thank you so much for your generous financial and prayerful support over the 
past four years of the Kenyan boys and girls whom you have adopted into your 
family here.  These young children and teenagers have been the recipients of 
your financial generosity in the amount of a little over 33,000 dollars.  Every 
penny, 100% of your donation, goes towards the orphans’ education, so that their 
dreams of becoming the future leaders of Kenya will become a reality.  For ex-
ample, three have graduated, advancing on to Teacher’s college, two to medical 
school, one to law school and one to the seminary.

O’Connell holds the honor of being the largest donor in the U.S.!  Please, con-
tinue your generous support by your monthly collections to help these orphans 
who have lost both parents to the AIDS epidemic in Kenya.  Your dollars and 
prayers go a long way towards filling a huge void in their lives, helping to make 
their dreams come true.  

Know of our daily prayers for you always,

Fr. Cosmas A.R.K. OTIENOH
Head of the Good Samaritan Orphanage Centre
In Nairobi, Kenya 

October 27, 2008

Pep Rally Pumps Up Winter Spirit
Cait Patterson
Staff Writer

The varsity cheerleaders hosted 
O’Connell’s annual winter pep rally on 
Thursday, December 4, 2008.  The rally 
showcased winter sports such as basket-
ball, hockey, 
swimming, 
wrestling, and 
winter track. 
The Royal-
ettes, varsity 
and JV cheer-
leaders also 
performed at 
the event.

The 
pep rally of-
fered many 
ways to in-
s p i r e  t h e 
spirit of the 
O ’ C o n n e l l 
s t u d e n t s . 
There were 
n u m e r o u s 
dance-offs, 
challenges, 
and  re lays 
tha t  p i t ted 
members of the winter sports teams 
against students, faculty, and cheerlead-
ers. In most of these events, the seniors 
won. 

The swim team showed their 
speed and agility in a relay featuring the 
back and butterfly strokes. The hockey 
team also had a relay to determine who 

could get dressed in the full hockey uni-
form the fastest. 

A third relay involved two stu-
dents and two teachers who had to spin 
around with a bat to their forehead three 
times, do a cartwheel, walk while holding 
an egg in a spoon, hula-hoop five times 
and sprint back to the starting point as 

fast as they could. 
Finally, there was a tug of war 

that featured members from each sports 
team. The events were all very enter-
taining and thoroughly enjoyed by the 
cheering crowd. 

The varsity cheerleaders also 

performed many cheers, inspiring thun-
derous responses from the O’Connell 
faithful. The ladies succeeded in getting 
the school energized for a promising 
winter season. 

The boys’ and girls’ varsity 
basketball teams are currently enjoying 
a winning streak and hope to continue 

their success. The boys’ 
ice hockey team is also 
off to a great start with 
their 7-1 win over Good 
Counsel. 

 Indoor track 
will be beginning in the 
middle of December. Var-
sity boys wrestling is also 
off to a great start this 
season, with the wrestling 
Knights participating in 
multiple upcoming tour-
naments.

B a s k e t b a l l , 
hockey, swimming, track, 
and wrestling all face 
heavy and challenging 
schedules through Feb-
ruary. The next varsity 
girl’s home basketball 
game is December 19 
at 7:30 p.m. The varsity 
boy’s basketball team 
will be playing in the 

Mission Preparatory Classic beginning 
December 20th. Varsity Boys’ Wrestling 
will be competing at the Reno Classic. 

Winter sports offer something 
for every O’Connell fan, and the teams 
are always lifted by the enthusiastic sup-
port of the O’Connell faithful. 

Get to know fellow student, Rachel Smith

Check out a fun Christmas spread on 6 and 7

Learn about the dangers of hookah smoking
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Cut Consumerism and 
Catch the Christmas Spirit
 We all know what Black 
Friday is. It’s the time of the year when 
stores open extremely early and almost 
everything goes on sale. 
 But does everyone know the 
effects of this so called “god-send?” 
Christmas is a time that should celebrate 
the birth of Christ, not the number of gifts 
that are exchanged. 
 It’s all about sharing and being 
with family; but it now seems that 
our generation is departing from that, 
especially with all the technology and the 

“Hollywood Effect.” 
 It seems that now all we look 
forward to is getting our new favorite shirt 
or new video game. 
 I especially feel for all of the 
employees, having to wake up at ungodly 
hours to make sure that everyone gets 
their fill of holiday shopping. 
 Are these poor clerks treated with 
the amount of respect that they deserve? 
 Did we ever think that the 
employee also has a family of his own to 
shop for? Black Friday has also become a 

dangerous time for holiday shoppers. 
 Just recently on Long Island a 
Walmart employee was trampled to death 
by crazy mobs. Four others were injured, 
including a woman who was eight months 
pregnant. 
 Christmas used to be a pleasant 
time but now it seems as if it’s become a 
stressful, almost dreaded time. 
 Christmas is a celebration of the 
birth of our Lord- not a celebration of the 
things we find under a tree.

Responsibility: It’s All About You
 No one has any sense of real 
personal responsibility anymore.  It’s an 
assertion, I’ll admit.  A bit of a stretch, 
perhaps. But hear me out.
 This is a high school newspaper, 
so, undoubtedly, most of you readers are 
teens. 
 Well, I’ve noticed lately that a 
lot of teenagers—people I’m friends with, 
people I’m not friends with, whatever—
will ask their parents for money to go 
shopping or buy gum or things like that 
without saying, “Thank you,” or showing 
any other sort of appreciation. 
 It’s not our money. It’s our 
parents’ money. Some of us have jobs, but 
a lot of us don’t.  The lack of outward 
gratitude shows a severe disregard for the 
value of money that could potentially lead 
to frivolous spending habits when we’re 
adults. Debt anyone?
 Another thing I see all the time: 
Students will give the teacher a blank 
stare when he or she asks them to turn in a 
project that was assigned a week ago, and 
they’ll say something like, “What project?  
I didn’t know there was a project.  You 
never told me about the project.”  
 And the teacher will say, “I told 
you a week ago, Billy.  Jane heard me, 
didn’t you, Jane?”  
 And Jane will nod shamefully, as 
if being prepared were some sort of crime.  
And then Billy will complain about not 

being reminded, and, oh yeah: the teacher 
should have reminded him.  It’s not Billy’s 
fault.  It’s the teachers.  So it goes.
 People are always trying to pin 
the blame on someone else.  It’s never fun 
to be at fault for your own mistakes.  I’ve 
done it, too. 
  My mom will ask me to make 
a phone call, and I’ll put it off until I 
forget about it, and our schedules will get 
messed up, and I’ll say something like, 
“I was so tired, and you made me do the 
dishes last night!” 
 But it’s not the teacher’s fault 
that Billy didn’t do his project.  And it’s 
not my mom’s fault that I never made that 
phone call; it’s Billy’s fault—it’s my fault.  
 We may be living in a world right 
now where our teachers let us turn in our 
assignments a day late and our parents 
give us money to buy things we don’t 
need and all that good stuff, but things 
aren’t always going to be that way.  
 I shudder to think what some 
of my peers will look like 10 years from 
now when they “forget” to bring their 
presentation notes to work for the meeting 
and their company loses a client.  
 “Woops,” isn’t going to work 
then.  Neither will, “Well, you should have 
called me this morning to remind me.  
You should have anticipated that I would 
forget.  See, really, it’s your fault.”  Yeah, 
that should go over fantastically. 

 My point is: you can’t always 
depend on other people to come through 
for you.  Period.  
 Because you and you alone are 
responsible for you.  Yes, you’re living 
with your parents now, and your teachers 
are somewhat responsible for you, in the 
sense that it’s their job to teach you.  
 But it’s not their job to make sure 
you learn.  It’s their job to teach you.  And 
it’s not your parents’ job to make sure you 
are never disappointed and that everything 
in your life is perfect and you never mess 
up.  They’re supposed to give you 
the tools to live life yourself—to 
succeed and to fail, to make 
good choices and bad ones, and 
to learn and grow from your 
mistakes. 
 And when you get 
to the so-called “real world,” 
you’re going to have to take 
responsibility for your actions.  
Period.   You can’t weasel your 
way out of every situation and 
pin the blame on everyone 
on God’s green earth except 
yourself.  Be accountable for the 
things you do.  
 You may not be instantly 
forgiven for your mistakes, but 
people certainly will respect you 
for your integrity.  I realize that 
sounds a little hackneyed, but it’s 

true.  People really, actually, in real life 
have respect for that sort of thing.  
 They actually do recognize that 
someone who owns up to their mistakes 
probably won’t make those mistakes 
again.  Taking the blame puts you in 
charge.  No one can hold your mistakes 
over you—no black mail; no big ominous 
rain clouds hanging over your head; no 
fear of exposure. 
 You put yourself in charge of 
you, and you’ll be a lot better off.  I 
promise. 
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 This fall DJO put on a 
production of William Shakespeare’s Mid-
summer Night’s Dream. The play features 
three interlocking plots. The first of these 
plots involves two sets of lovers who de-
cide to run away together.  The first set of 
lovers is Lysander and Hermia, played by 
senior Matt Brady and junior Blithe Brady.  
 The second couple is Demetrius 

and Helena, played by sophomore Jack 
Hall and senior Samantha Bergeron.   This 
group flees to the woods while they are 
preyed upon by the fairy king Oberon, 
played by senior Carlo Williams; and 
his minion, Puck, sophomore James 
Higgins.    
 They are joined by another sub-
group known as the Mechanicals who 
are putting on a play for the Duke.  This 
cast consists of mismatched actors who 
struggle to learn their lines but manage 

somehow to bring everything together 
in the end.  Conflicts arise when Oberon 
introduces a magical flower that causes 
some of the characters to become in-
fatuated with the first person they see.  
 Puck causes Titania, the Fairy 
Queen, played by junior Kori Font, to fall 
in love with Nick Bottom, a membert of 
the mechanicals.  Craziness ensues when 
Puck assumes the role of Cupid and turns 
one of the erstwhile lovers into a donkey.
 O’Connell’s Knights’ Players 
performed A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
three times over the weekend.  Opening 
night was Friday November 21st  and 
the cast was greeted by an auditorium 
full of enthusiastic spectators to sup-
port DJO’s drama department.  The next 
day’s performance exceeded that and the 
same can be said of Sunday’s matinee.
 What really set the play apart 
from being good to being great was the 
hard work and dedication of the actors 
behind the scenes.  This play required a 
lot of special lighting, sound, and scene 
changes.  The technical people were in-
strumental in the smooth flow of the action. 
This determination and hard work was re-
warded with luminous and dramatic light 
movements and other technical wonders, 
such as the vivid scenery and fog effects. 
 The actors and “techies” that 
make up the O’Connell Knights’ Players 
showcased their great range of talent in 
meeting the challenges of producing one 
of Shakepeare’s more surreal comedies.The Mechanicals in the play produce side humor in the play.

Midsummer Night’s Dream Comes True

 After 60 members made 969 
sandwiches in 75 minutes, and raised over 
800 dollars for St. Jude’s by raffling off a 
donated Wii, the Helping Hands Club is 
off to a very successful year with many 
more plans to continue their initial success. 

The student-originated club, 
moderated by Ms. McNulty,  has four 
officers: Katherine Normile, president; 
Rowena Medina, vice-president, Diana 
Martin, treasurer; and  Meg Benton, secretary. 

The current president, Katherine 
Normile, said, “We (the officers) have 
been in the club since freshman year, and 
we enjoy giving back to the community.”

The club began seven years 
ago when a mother asked Ms. McNulty 
to make sandwiches for Martha’s table. 

Ms. McNulty recalls the event: “A 
mother asked my class to make sandwiches 
and I just went hog wild, involving the 
entire school. The mother was expecting 
500 sandwiches and we made 1500.” 

This signature event became 
a tradition when students decided to 

make it the focus of an official club. 
The club has a very close bond 

with Martha’s Table, a Catholic Charity 
in Washington D.C. The charity focuses 
on providing for the less fortunate 
with many services including not only 
McKenna’s Wagon but also Martha’s 
Outfitters, which is a clothing center 
with free or low-cost home supplies and 
clothing. All the proceeds from the store 
go to children and youth foundations.  
To volunteer for any of the services at 
Martha’s Table prospective volunteers can 
contact them at (202)328-6608 or e-mail 
them at volunteer@marthastable.org.

The club has many upcoming 
events, such as collecting nonperishable 
food and clothing, creating Christmas 
cards with elementary school children 
for patients in hospitals, sending care 
packages to soldiers over spring break, 
as well as another session of making 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. The 
club usually meets once or twice a month. 

To join the Helping Hands 
Club, students need only attend a 
meeting, e-mail addresses in hand. 

“We like new faces,” said Rowena 
Medina. Students, parents, and teachers are 
all encouraged to help the Helping Hands 

Club. They are always looking for bread, 
peanut butter, and jelly (seedless, please). 
Students can also make posters for the club 
as well as encourage parents to help deliver 
the sandwiches for McKenna’s Wagon. 

Ms. McNulty is impressed by 
the contributions made by the O’Connell 
community, saying, “The generosity 
of this community is infinite. You ask 
for what you need and you get it.”

Potential O’Connell students, 
excitedly and even somewhat nervously, 
filled the auditorium along with their 
parents. Everyone eagerly anticipated the 
start of the tours. A few tour guides forgot 
where they had to be, but everyone was 
in place as Mr. Breen introduced them 
all, accompanied by the drum corps.  
As they took their stations, the new 
promotion video kicked off the evening.  
 After months of preparation and 
hours of visiting grade schools across 
the metropolitan area, O’Connell’s halls 
were now full of excited young students, 
ready to join this special community. 
Some parents had a million questions 
but other hall wanderers were simply 
alumni, admiring all that had changed 
since their departure. Many of the eighth 
graders were siblings of current or former 
students.  The future members of the class 
of 2013 were united in their excitement 
and optimism, but also a little anxious 
about becoming high school students—
particularly O’Connell High school 
students. Prospective transfers seemed 
just as excited as the incoming freshmen.  
 And there were a lot of 
prospective students at this year’s open 
house. The Auditorium was filled with 
future O’Connell students and alumni. 
 Christy Buranaamorn, one 
of the student tour guides, observed, 
“It was really exciting to see all the 
prospective students and parents of 
the class of 2013; I had a lot of fun 
showing them around the school.”
 Director of Admissions 
Mrs. McAlevy said “I am very 
grateful to the students who gave 
tours; they did an excellent job.”  
 Now that the Open House is 
over, future students will be turning in 
their applications and taking the HSPT.  
We will soon start seeing “shadows” all 
over the school, and when you do, make 
sure that you make them feel at home, 
because pretty soon this will be their home.  

Tyler Bergeron
Staff Writer

Cait Patterson
Staff Writer

Helping Hands Club Makes Sandwiches for Martha’s Table

Students make over 900 sand-
wiches for the Helping Hands Club.

Bishop Dennis J. O’Connell cele-
brated its fiftieth birthday  last year.

DJO’s Open 
House  Unites 
Class of 2013
Jamitress Bowden
Staff Writer

A team of outstanding students 
from Bishop O’Connell High School of 
Arlington competed on It’s  Academic, 
the nation’s foremost high school quiz 
program.  The competition was spirited 
and Centreville won the match.  The 
program will air Saturday, January 17, at 
10:30 am on NBC4, Channel 4. The Bishop 
O’Connell team consists of Captain Andrew 
Stella, Matt Gardner, and David Kilian.  

IT’S  ACADEMIC has been 
recognized by the Guinness Book 
of Records as “the world’s longest-
running television quiz program.”

It’s Academic 
Press Release

David Killian, Captain Andrew Stella, and Matt Gardner  with Mac McGarry
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 While many high school 
students spend free time playing video 
games or watching television, several 
O’Connell students are busy learning 
and perfecting their various musical 
talents. The Music Department offers a 
wide spectrum of courses dealing with 
theory and composition. It does not take 
long for an observer in Mr. Mastric’s 8th 
period AP Music Theory class to realize 
that the curriculum is far from basic. This 
class is designed for serious musicians 
who want to expand their knowledge far 
beyond the mastery of their instruments. 
 “The musicians at Bishop 
O’Connell are the best music 
students I have seen in a long time,” 
remarked band director and instructor 
of AP Music Theory, Mr. Mastric. 

And the various performance 
groups at O’Connell bear out his words. 
The Symphonic Band, Jazz Band, 
Orchestra, and Choir are all especially 
strong and talented this year. The music 
department has truly improved, a result of 
having more time to work with instructors 
Mastric and Weinberg, who were both new 
additions to O’Connell’s faculty last year. 

Mr. Casal, previous band director 
at O’Connell for two years, left at the end 
of last school year; however the program 
continues to move forward with a the help 
of yet another wondeful instructor, Miss 
Van Duzer, the leader of the Jazz band.

 Students who take AP Music 
theory also boast participation in at least 
one of the performance groups. But in 
this class, a small number of students 
gather in a semi-circle with Mr. Mastric 
at the front, listening as he instructs 
and explains the different building 
blocks and sight elements of music. 

“I really couldn’t sight-
read music until I took this class,” 
says junior Carley Caminade.  Sight-
reading refers to the ability to read and 
perform an unfamiliar piece of music. 
	 This	class	is	definitely	challenging,	
especially when students are often involved 
in other extra-curricular activities. 
 Just ask senior Chris 
Straubs: “It’s hard to balance 
music, sports, and academics.” 

Although it is hard work, these 
students have been able to balance 
all of their activities and continue to 
excell, even while participating in this 
very challenging class.  The music 
program   has enjoyed phenomenal 
success this year, and is certain to delight 
the O’Connell community in the future. 

Mr. Mastric directs one of his music courses offered at O’Connell.

Devon Spencer
Staff Writer 
Maggie Goetzman
Staff Writer

Skilled Student Musicians

 There is no relationship more 
dear to a girl than the one with her old 
pop. The Senior Father/Daughter Dinner, 
hosted by Bishop O’Connell’s Student 
Council, is an annual semi-formal 
event, one that many senior girls look 
forward to attending with their fathers.

Senior Kate Culhane, was 
especially enthusiastic. “I’m really excited 
to eat dinner with my friends and their 
fathers, and get all fancied up. A good time 
should be had by all.” And a good time was 
had by all this year, with a great turn-out of 
senior girls, escorted by their proud fathers. 

This year the dinner was held 
on Thursday, December 4th, in the 
Bishop O’Connell cafeteria. The décor 
of the night dazzled with its Christmas 
theme, with student council males 
dressed as Santa’s helpers and elves, 
assisting Mr. Buckreis as Santa Clause.

The atmosphere was festive as 
senior	 girls	 filed	 in	 next	 to	 their	 fathers,	

roses in hand. It was a special evening 
for daughters and fathers to become 
even closer, and also meet new people.

Senior, Sophia Rodriguez was 
also delighted by the opportunity. “I love 
my dad. He’s a bundle of joy. We get 
along. I want him to meet all my friends.”

The	 night	 was	 filled	 with	
memorable laughs and conversations. 
It has been a highlight of senior year for 
many, including Senior Billy McCarthy. 

“I can’t  wait  to  get  
dolled up and have dinner with my 
dad. It will be an enchanting night 
that I will always remember.” 

And it was certainly memorable 
for many. Hugs and “photo ops” abounded. 
As the night drew to a close and dinner 
was concluded, friends and fathers 
had to say “Goodnight.” Leaving was 
not sad, for great memories had been 
made, and new friendships established; 
and there is still the rest of senior year 
to make more memories, with new or 
even closer friends… and their dads!

Maggie Luning
Staff Writer

Kate Culhane and Suzie Howell  enjoy wo nderful evening with their  fathers

A Great Turnout for Senior 
Father/Daughter Dinner   

 With winter break so close, 
excitement among O’Connell students is 
growing with each day. This year’s break 
is particularly special for its length: 17 
days! Many students have already planned 
out their holiday, whether they plan to 
simply sit at home sipping hot cocoa or 
journey to the Bahamas. Some don’t enjoy 
the cold weather, while many others are 
anticipating a white Christmas. It’s a time 
to share with the people who mean the 
most,	 and	 escape	 briefly	 from	 stressful	
school-related issues that challenge both 
students	and	teachers	five	days	of	the	week.	
 In spite of the enormous holiday, 
though, reality will greet students 
with a vengeance upon their return, as 
midterms start January 13th. It will be 
time to get those books out from under 
the beds and crack down on the studying. 

O’Connell Concludes the Year with 
Seventeen Days of Christmas Break

 But with the New Year, should 
come refreshed students with a fresh new 
positive outlook towards themselves, 
their studies, and their classmates.  
Have a wonderful Christmas Break 
and enjoy your vacation to the fullest!

Alexis Johnson
Staff Writer



Visor December 2008 Sports Page 5

 WCAC Coach of the Year Leads Knights to Succesful Season
Jamitress Bowden
Staff Writer

	 After	 finishing	 the	 season	 with	
a record of six wins and four losses, 
O’Connell’s varsity football team still 
convinced the Washington Catholic 
Athletic Conference that the mind set of 
every football Knight was focused on 
victory. Despite struggling through recent 
seasons, this year’s squad shocked many 
in the area when the team went undefeated 
for	its	first	six	games!

Rachel Potts echoed the words of 
many of the O’Connell faithful when she 
observed that she was ”pleasantly surprised 
and excited” when the team came out of 
the	gate	firing	on	all	cylinders.	Even	after	
the	tough	first	loss	to	St.	Johns,	one	defeat	
could not dampen the optimism created by 
its	strong	start.	Even	the	subsequent	losses	
were	hotly	contested	until	the	final	whistle.	

Under the inspired leadership of Coach of 
the Year Steve Trimble the team contested 
each game for the full sixty minutes.

 Senior Patrick Thompson was 
the starting quarter-back this year and 
immediately showed that Trimble had made 

the right choice. Much of the O’Connell 
community started to compare the team to 
the surprising Washington Redskins and in 
the early going Redskin victories seemed to 
herald	O’Connell	victories.	Early	victories	
led many of the O’Connell faithful to dream 
of a playoff run, and Coach Trimble and the 
Football Knights did not disappoint, falling 
just shy of a berth at the end of the season.

In spite of the disappointment 
of missing the playoffs, the varsity squad 
provided an action-packed and exciting 
season, adding individual stories of 
excellence and statistical milestones to the 
fantastic	team	chemistry	that	typified	every	
game.	Even	though	the	squad	loses	many	
senior stalwarts, the remaining gridiron 
greats are optimistic about their prospects 
for the future. Under the leadership and 
teaching of Coach of the Year Trimble, they 
will be ready to play; that much is certain.

WCAC Coach of the Year Steve Trimble

Talented Knights Sign Letters of Intent
Hayley Milon
Staff Writer

Boys Basketball: Seeking a Championship

Hayley Milon
Staff Writer

 The pride and joy of O’Connell 
athletics, the men’s basketball team, is 
back for a season that is expected to be 
bigger and better than ever.
 With a winning record last season, 
narrowly	 losing	 to	 the	 Gonzaga	 Eagles	
in the WCAC championship, many fans 
hope for a championship this season. The 
team has made a few changes since then, 
including adjusting to the loss of the current 
Georgetown Hoya, Jason Clark (’08); and 
Davidson	Wildcat	Frank	Ben-Eze	(’08).
 Three seniors lead the 2008-
2009	 Knights’	 squad:	 David	 Eismeier,	
Devin Cole, and Kevin “Jo-Jo” Jones, 
who recently signed with UMBC. Some 
younger guys will also contribute to the 
leadership this year, including juniors 
Zelmico Harmon, Kendall Marshal, and 
Maurice Williams. Unfortunately, juniors 
Marcus Carmon and Alex Harrington are 
out for the season due to serious injuries.

“The	 injuries	 are	 definitely	
setbacks to the team, but Harrington and 
Carmon remain important components to 
holding the positive attitude that the team 
needs to play our up-tempo game,” says 
head coach Wootton.
 In addition to the veteran 
upperclassmen,	 five	 sophomores	 promise	
depth this season, as well as hope for the 
future.  Bradley Hunt will is expected to 
return to the line-up later this season, 
once he recovers from his stress fracture. 
Wootton has high hopes for his younger 
guys, who also include Jordan Burgess, 
James Bourne, Joe  Cabrera, and Larry 
Savage, a transfer.
 The program has been elevated to 
a whole new level this year, beginning with 
its full sponsorship by Under Armor.

“We look fresh, rocking our new 
gear,” jokes Carmon.   Many college level 
programs do not get this kind of treatment.
 The team also travels, seeking the 
best	competition	that	they	can	find.

“We play a challenging 
schedule, which makes us strive for more 
accomplishments, and makes us want to 

play with more intensity,” says Cole. 
 Over the summer the team took 
a trip to Italy, visiting Venice, Milan, and 
Rome, among other places of interest. 
There they not only played against a 
professional team of men, but they soaked 
up the cultural experience as well.
 “It’s awesome to get the 
opportunity to travel and play basketball 
at the same time,” says sophomore Joe 
Cabrera. 
 The Knights play a tournament in 
Las Vegas December 19th-24th. Once they 
get back, they immediately leave again 
for Charlotte, North Carolina for the “Bo-
jangles” tournament.  Both tournaments 
added some stiff competition to the 
Knight’s already busy schedule.

“Because our schedule is so tough, 
we can never get too high after a win; 
because we’ll still have a tough matchup 
the next night,” says Wootton.
 The coach isn’t worried, though. 
He and the basketball Knights have worked 
out a strategy to allow them to play the type 
of game that they want to play.

“All of the players are extremely 
versatile. There is not a “default” starting 
line-up; we make adjustments when 
needed,” he explains.

Each	 player	 gets	 at	 least	 20	
minutes of playing time per game. The 
team’s versatility allows the Knights to 
switch out players as needed, so that they 
can move the ball down the court at a fast 
tempo.
 “We want to make sure that 
while we’re on the court, we’re all doing 
something effective. Whether it’s setting a 
screen or being ready for a rebound, we’re 
always working hard and prepared for what 
may come,” says Cole.
 The Knight’s win over Gonzaga 
in their league opener indicates that they 
are prepared to compete at a high level. 
David	 Eismeier	 dominated	 offensively,	
showing that he will be an integral part of 
the offense.

“We are looking forward to a long 
and challenging season,” says Marshal. 

As O’Connell does every year, 
this year’s senior class is releasing a group 
of talented athletes to play at prestigious 
collegiate levels for all different sports. 
Thus far this year, swimmer Kayla 
O’Malley, baseball player Zach Tessier, and 
basketball player Kevin Jones have signed. 
These promising athletes will spread the 
O’Connell name when they move on to 
play at another level.
 O’Malley signed with the College 
of William and Mary in November. She has 
eight years of experience under her belt. 
She	 competes	 in	 butterfly	 and	 freestyle,	
which requires her to train over 25 hours a 
week, year round. 
 “I chose W&M because I wanted 
to go somewhere where my swimming 
would help me get ahead with academics. 
I loved the gorgeous campus and clicked 
with the coaches immediately. I like to 
challenge myself, and W&M will challenge 
me from both academic and athletic ends,” 
says O’Malley. 
   “My goal is to make the Olympic 
trials this year. My times are dropping and 
I’m getting closer to qualifying.  I’m going 
to need to train harder than ever, and maybe 
stop dating my boyfriend, Colin, so I can 
make	it	to	practice	on	time.	Just	kidding!”	
jokes O’Malley.
 Tessier, who has played baseball 
for twelve years, signed with High Point 
University, also in November. Outside 
of O’Connell, he plays for the Carolina 
Hurricanes, an elite team based in North 
Carolina and Virginia.
 “I felt like HPU would be the best 

fit	 for	 me,	 as	 far	 as	 both	 academics	 and	
baseball are concerned. I like that it is not 
too far, so I’m able to visit my family still,” 
says Tessier.
 Hoping to major in business or 
sports management, he explains: “The 
school is building a new business school 
which should help me get where I want 
to go as far as a career is concerned. The 
baseball program brought in a new coaching 
staff and they are investing a good amount 
of money to make improvements.”
 Kevin Jones signed with 
University of Maryland at Baltimore 
County. Jones has been a member of a 
talented Knights’ basketball team. Last 
year he helped the team reach the WCAC 
championship game.  Jones has played for 
O’Connell all four of his high school years, 
and continues to be effective this season.
 “Jones has the ability to be a man 
among boys while playing,” said head 
basketball coach Wooton, “He is a leader 
for the team while being effective on the 
court.”
 “I chose to play for UMBC 
because	 I	 believe	 the	 program	 fits	 me	
well.” 
 Although he is looking forward 
to being a UMBC Retriever, he still has a 
big high school season ahead of him for the 
Knights, in which he will be an important 
factor for the team’s success.
 More signings can be expected, 
heading into the winter sports season. This 
year’s senior class is loaded with athletes 
talented enough to play at the collegiate 
level.

O’Malley, Tessier, and Jones Signing Letters of Intent
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Hookah Hurts, Too
Mark Azar
Staff Writer
 Simply described, a hookah is 
kind of like an oversized cigarette.  More 
specifically, it is a water pipe used for 
smoking different types of tobacco, often 
adding artificial flavoring such as apple, 
grape, vanilla, and coconut, to name only 
a few.  
 First created in India, hookah 
smoking has been very popular in the 
Middle East, as it is almost a tradition for 
Middle Eastern people to have at least one 
hookah in their homes. 
 Recently, hookah bars have 
developed into a popular trend in the United 
States, with the number of establishments 
growing rapidly.  
 In the U.S., hookah bars have 
become a common “hang-out spot” for 
people of all ages.  But all of the buzz about 
its popularity and uniqueness has ignored a 
real concern of all types of smoking.   
 Smoking is hazardous to health, 
and hookah smoking is no different.  It can 
severely damage lung tissue over time and 
possibly lead to cancer.
 One hookah session can last 
from 5 minutes to a full hour, compared to 
approximately 5 minutes for one cigarette.  
On average, hookah smokers inhale about 
500 ml of smoke, opposed to only 50 ml in 
a cigarette. 
 One might say, “So what? It’s just 
smoke!”
 Smoke contains tar, a black sticky 
substance that coats the lungs; regular 
smokers eventually cough some of this 
up with the highly unattractive “smoker’s 
cough.”  As opposed to a single cigarette, 
one average hookah session usually 
involves the absorption of 36 times more 
tar.

 One popular myth holds that 
hookah smoking is safer than smoking 
cigarettes because the hookah smoke is 
filtered through water before it is inhaled.  
 But recent studies have found that 
hookah smokers actually inhale two times 
more nicotine than do cigarette smokers 
because of the massive volume of smoke 
they inhale.  
 Also, nicotine is the substance that 
makes smoking cigarettes so addictive; so if 
there is two times more nicotine in hookahs, 
then obviously hookah will become just as 
addicting as cigarettes: more so, in fact.
 Even though hookah smoking 
might at first seem harmless and fun, there 
are serious consequences of smoking 
hookah that need to be examined.  In 
the end, it is your choice; however, it is 
important to know the facts in order to 
make a wise decision. 

  It might be the “cool new thing” 
going around or the thing that everyone is 
doing, but it all comes down to whether 
or not you are thinking about your health.  
You may think that it’s fine, but look at it 
this way: you might eventually suffer from 
cancer and not be alive to witness the next 
“cool thing.”
 Hookah smoking’s popularly 
has rapidly spread in the United States.  
Concern for being like everyone else might 
cause us to act rashly, not thinking things 
through.  
 There really is not one good reason 
for a person to smoke.  Tobacco is highly 
addictive; it continues to kill, causing fast-
spreading diseases.  
 So the moral of the story is: 
smoking is bad.  Period.  It doesn’t matter 
if it’s in cigarette form or hookah form, or 
any other form; it hurts you and it hurts 
others, so don’t do it. 

Spotlight On: 
Maggie Luning
Staff Writer

 I had the opportunity to sit 
down with senior, Rachel Smith, under a 
staircase on some wrestling mats, and ask 
her some deep questions to find out, who 
is Rachel Smith? As we eyed the graffiti 
under the stairs, I began with my first 
question…

Q: “What is your philosophy on life in 
four words or less?”

A: “Live it… What if that’s not my life’s 
philosophy?”

Q: “Do you believe in a life’s 
philosophy?”

A: “I do; it changes a lot, though… Love 
and be loved.”

Q: “What is your favorite word?”

A: “Sæglópur- or ‘lost at sea.’”

Q: “If you could make any combination 
of three animals, into one creature, 
what animals would they be?”

A: “A moose, a tiger, and a polar bear.”

Q: “What are your thoughts on the 
particle accelerator ending the world? 
And if it does, what would your last 
words be to the world?”

A: “Stephen Hawking said it won’t 
happen, so it won’t happen; but if it does, 

it will in a flash and that’s 
a good way to go out to 
me. And I would say to the 
world, ‘However brief, it was 
beautiful.’”

Q: “At what age did you 
first discover your love for 
soymilk?”

A: “In first grade, so six years 
old. I discovered chocolate 
soymilk in seventh grade, 
been drinking it ever since. 
The best is strawberry frosted 
shredded mini-wheats and 
chocolate soymilk.”

Q: “If you could be any one 
of the X-Men, which one 
would you be?”

A: “Nightcrawler.”

Q: “Natural blonde?”

A: “Yes.”

Q: “Do you have any 
particular plans for 
when you graduate from 
O’Connell?

A: “Live at sea, go to college, 
and tour with my band, the 
Tippy Corners, including 
Ricky Tanis, after we release 
our ep.”

Q: “If you could change one thing 
about the world, what would that be?”

Rachel Smith

Losing That Holiday Stuffing
Alejandra Buitrago
Staff Writer
 Having just concluded the 
Thanksgiving holiday, with Christmas 
only a couple of weeks distant, the 
celebrations and dinners accompanying 
these holidays can really pack on the 
pounds. 
 Family- style meals of turkey, 
ham, stuffing, mashed potatoes, cranberry 
sauce, and sweet potatoes are only a few 
of the many carb- heavy and fattening 
foods that are served at holiday time, not 
to mention the desserts. 

The first way to prevent holiday 
food overload is look at the size of the 

plate; is it bigger than the size of your 
hands put together? This might be the first 
indication that you are consuming way too 
much food.

Another indicator of excess 
relates to the colors of the food on your 
plate. Is the dominant hue beige and 
creamy (mostly turkey, mashed potatoes, 
bread, and stuffing)? 

In this case you are eating 
starches and fats and probably losing out 
on protein and nutrients. Try for a variety 
of colors on your plate, in an attempt 
to sample from a larger variety of food 
groups. This will help to achieve a balance 
you won’t regret later. For example, try to 
include spinach, cranberry sauce, and light 

servings of ham or turkey. If you really, 
truly believe that you cannot skip out on 
the traditional holiday fare, then just shoot 
for smaller portions, and eat slowly. Your 
taste buds are rarely the first indicator that 
your stomach is full. 

Though it may seem like a trivial 
sacrifice to some, lowering your portion 
intake can prevent overeating from 
becoming a bad habit later on in life. If 
you keep these tips in mind, the holiday 
dinners won’t fill you up to the point that 
you feel like an overinflated balloon. 

So over the holiday breaks try 
not to go too overboard with the turkey 
dinners and control yourself in front of the 
buffet to avoid that extra weight. 

A more contemporary version of a 
traditional hookah pipe

A: (As she blows at dust and ponders 
intently…) “Everybody should like 
everybody.”

Q: “What is your biggest pet peeve?” 

A: “Thanksgiving. And people who like 
Thanksgiving.”
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  NEW AMERICAN FASHION MOVEMENT
 INSPIRED BY FOREIGN TRENDSETTERS

 Love the London look? 
Want some British fashion at a 
“less than designer” price? Wish 
you could dress like a model in the 
heart of England? Now you can. 
At Pretaportobello.com, you can 
find great fashion straight from 
the London shops. This website 
sells chic clothes from the stores 
on the famous Portobello Road. 
Portobello Road offers all sorts of 
boutiques, restaurants, and shops. 
Many of the shops sell designer 
duds at reasonable prices.
 Pretaportobello.com is able 
to offer these clothes for less on 
their website. There, the shopper 
discovers many different items, 
from purses and earrings to blouses 
and pea-coats. There are adorable 
dresses that look like they came 
straight out of a British fashion 
magazine. A lot of them have been 
chosen by models and celebrities, 
such as Mischa Barton, Kate Moss, 
and Paris Hilton.

 There is also a wide range 
of styles, from conservative to 
bohemian. Some of the designers 
include Dahila, Anami & Janine, 
and Emily & Fin. You can buy 
practically everything on the site, 
but you need to know your size in 
the UK. There is a slight difference 
in the sizing. A small generally 
runs from 8-10, with mediums, 10-
12; and large, 12-14. 
By clicking on the designer’s logo, 
you can access all of that avail-

able merchandise on the site. The 
buying process is similar to other 
online shopping, but you can also 
haggle for the price you want. It is 
basically like an online flea-mar-
ket. You have to go to the top right 
corner of the website and click on 
the dollar sign to convert the prices 
from Euros or pounds. Then you 
can order it for the exact price that 
is stated. Because Pretaportobello’s 
clothes come from a marketplace, 
you can also “bargain.” Just go to 
the top right corner and click on 

“Let’s trade.” Choose from the 
clothes listed and enter your price. 
However, the downside to this bar-
gaining is that you can only “hag-
gle” in pounds. If you don’t have 
any extra pounds lying around your 
house, you can just see if they have 
that item for sale in dollars, and 
you are set. Most of the items can 
be translated into dollars. Just be 
sure to change it before you look 
at the prices, or else you might see 
the wrong amount.
 If you want to buy “cutting 
edge” items, but are not sure what 
is in style, just click on “market 
trends.” This will help you know 
what trends are “in” this season, 
and what type of clothes go to-
gether. This site is helpful for the 
“fashion-challenged,” as well as 
the “in-style trendsetters.” But 
everyone can find unique items for 
their personal wardrobes, regard-
less of individual preferences.  

Photos courtesy of www.pretapor-
tobello.com

Get the New London Look for Less
Rachel Potts
Staff Writer

 Fashion-forward Brits are 
making their mark in the US with 
the arrival of one of the largest 
fashion stores in Europe: Top-
shop. Topshop is reputed to be 
one of the most fantastic shopping 
experiences on the continent, and 
one of the major destinations for 
any fashionista. With reasonable 
prices that don’t strain the wallet 
and amazing selections for both 
petite and tall women, Topshop 
has something for everybody’s 
tastes and styles. 
 This world-renowned 
fashion haven offers several dif-
ferent brand names to satisfy each 
individual’s unique style. Kate 
Moss’s up-and-coming autumn/
winter ‘08 Collection features 
romantic, chiffon blouses paired 
with bold, rebellious leather jack-
ets and clean-cut biker and skinny 
jeans.
 Nature-inspired dresses 
make a statement with feather 
prints, cap sleeves, and frilly 
necklines. Matched with an 
oversized cardigan or an angora 
coat, this season’s variety is sure 
to thrill. Topshop is also known 

for its cashmere and wool leggings, 
sure to keep you warm during the 
chilly winter days.
 There is also a medley of 
clothing and accessories, including 
super-cute prom dresses, ruffled 
tops, graphic tees, patent leather 
skinny jeans, and a wide array of 
shoes, ranging from dark-hued 
sneakers to bright and colorful high 
heels. Their bags and accessories 

include eye-popping totes, sparkly 
berets, and vintage jewelry. 
 Topshop is ideal for any 
shopper because of its one-of-
a-kind items sold at affordable 
prices. Celebs have even admit-
ted to shopping at Topshop. The 
atmosphere in the store is almost 
chaotic: a thumping sound-system 
complements the many video 
screens displaying the latest mu-

sic videos. Topshop even offers 
periodic, live fashion shows, with 
models strutting catwalk-inspired 
clothing and accessories to custom-
ers interested in the world of fash-
ion and runways.  Even guys can 
get their fashion fix with Topman, 
a fashion hotspot with the latest 
trends for men. Topshop is coming 
to New York City so be prepared 
for the next British invasion.

Christy Buranaamom
Staff Writer

Top Style at Topshop
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Fashion Icon Agyness Deyn: 
How to Dress like the Best

Agyness Deyn is one of leading British super models and is seen as a fashion and 
cultural icon by the youth. Her career really took off when first featured on the 
cover of Vogue in May of 2007. Agyness is becoming an international icon due to 
her ability to pull off various styles and wear them with confidence. Here are some 
ways you can imitate these styles:  
For the Artist...

For the Girl Next Door...

For the Fashionista...

For the Classic 
Beauty...

Those who love to experiment with fashion 
will love this scarf and hat combo. As seen by 
Agyness, scarves are not only winter apparel, 
but they can also be used to add a hint of 
personality to any outfit.

The girl next door loves a casual yet playful look. This pastel dress paired 
with a cardigan is laid back but also appropriate for almost any occasion.

For girls who love to make a statement 
with an outfit, bright colors are perfect 
for standing out in a crowd. This simple, 
high collared dress paired with a neutral 
colored heel is fashionable but does not look 
overdone.

Many girls like to look good but do not nec-
essarily want to stand out or make a big 
statement. To look classy and still keep that 
absolute style, Agyness demonstrates the off 
the shoulder dress. The simple stripes and chic 
heels keep the look from becoming boring. 

For the Wild Child...
For the few who like to go against the norm 
and what fashion society tells them, mixing 
bright colors and layering is essential to 
being different from everyone else. Bright 
tees and jackets over a dark pair of skinny 
jeans can be a great rocker look when styled 
with choppy , “just rolled out of bed” hair . 
This look is a must-do if you are willing to be 
adventurous with your style.
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Disenchanted Exhibit is Enchanting
Joanna Harkins 
Staff Writer

Wolfram Hahn’s exhibit shows children watching TV.  Photograph attributed to Bruce 
Guthrie.

12-18- 3 Doors Down @ the Patriot Center

12/20- CSS @ the 9:30 Club

12-20 and 21- My Favorite Highway @ Jammin’ Java

12-20- Oasis w/ Ryan Adams- The Patriot Center

12-26-  Friday Night Boys @ Jammin’ Java

12-30- Lil Wayne @ The Verizon Center

1-15- Metallica with Machine Head and the Sword @ 
Verizon Center

1-16- Eddie From Ohio- The Birchmere

1-28- The Killers- The Patriot Center

UPCOMING SHOWS

 American children are watching, 
on average, almost 4 hours of television 
every day. That means 4 hours exposed 
to mass media. 
 German photographer Wolfram 
Hahn explores the effect of television 
on children in his series of 13 photos 
entitled A Disenchanted Playroom. 
 In conjunction with Foto Week 
DC, the exhibit opened on Wednesday, 
November 19th, at the Goethe Institute 
in NW and will run until Saturday, 
December 19th.
The idea of taking pictures of children 
watching TV came to artist Hahn “in 
a moment,” while watching his nieces 
watching TV. At the time, he was struck 
by their strange expressions. 
 He wanted to learn more, 
explore the topic, and see if he could 
recapture their lost expressions on film. 
He took 13 children, aged from 3 to 12, 
and put them in front of a TV with a 
camera mounted on top. 
 They remained in their normal 
environment, and watched a regular 
kids’ program as he photographed their 
faces. When Hahn looked at what he 
had captured, he was shocked. All of the 
children look almost numb, as if they 
were in another world.
Looking at the photographs the viewer 
becomes almost hypnotized, in the 

same way the children have been; this is 
what Hahn intended. He wanted to show 
through these photographs how television 
is changing society and affecting everyone, 

but children in particular.
The children are photographed against a 
simple white background. As they gaze out 
hypnotically, you are drawn to their eyes. 

 The eyes are the most telling 
feature, according to Hahn. These children 
do not look happy. TV is a constant stream 
of information coming at you.

“Some [children] can deal 
with the information; some 
cannot,” Hahn explains.
This is the important part. 
He goes on to say television 
is a normal thing; he owns 
a television. 
 The key is to control 
it; control the stream of 
information and make sure 
your children understand 
it properly.
Hahn concluded, “You 
have to teach your 
children how to deal with 
the medium [television], 
because it is everywhere.”
This exhibition is an 
artistic and fascinating 
way to look at something 
as simple as watching TV. 
 The simple format has 
a strong message. For 
more information about 
the exhibit, go to www.
goethe.de/ins/us/was. 
For more information 
about Wolfram Hahn, or 
to get a glimpse of the 
photographs, go to www.
wolframhahn.de. 

 “Chinese Democracy” is the 
first Guns N’ Roses album in almost 
two decades, subsequent of “Use Your 
Illusion.” 

The band’s lead singer Axl Rose 
became a recluse after the band’s tour in 
1994. 

He kicked everyone out of the band 
and hired musicians for his new found 
love of nineties-era music. Instead of 
the old school songs about partying 
and destruction, Axl’s music assumes 
a darker and more introspective tone.

The album has a more serious 
groove, unlike GNR’s previous 
albums. He sings about his life of 
love, paranoia, and persecution.
 The new album is less a 
reinvention of their music, though, 
than a collection of refined rock and 
roll. Instead of making music for the 
fans, Axl says the album is more for 
the people that he has encountered 
throughout his life. 
 But as far as the music is 
concerned, he is just picking up where 
he left off on the last album.  In fact, 
Axl’s narcissistic tendencies may 

be holding him back on creating new, 
inventive music. Seventeen years later, he 
is producing essentially the same type of 
music.  

He says “it’s just an album”, and 
Rose is correct. It does not redefine rock 
and  roll, but it is a good CD nonetheless; 
not mind-blowing, not bad—just good. 

If you enjoy good rock, or are a 
fan of GNR, you will probably enjoy this 
latest offering; but do not expect anything 
fresh and exciting.

New GNR: Just Okay
Matt Kelley
Staff Writer

Oasis Still Rocking, Supernova Style
Tyler Bergeron
Staff Writer

 The long-time band Oasis recently 
came out with a fresh new album, satisfying 
fans’ thirst for more.  
 The album draws inspiration from 
classic bands that have influenced them 
over the years.  Filled with beautiful, and 
sometimes rebellious, lyrics and resounding 
instrumental sections, the album does not 
disappoint. 
 “I’m Outta Time” is one the 
more popular singles on the album.  This 
track pays homage to a band that heavily 
influenced Oasis, the Beatles.  The track 
features a dramatic reverberating piano 
chord, reminiscent of “A Day in the Life.” 

It even features a sound-bite of John 
Lennon quoting Winston Churchill. 
 Lennon observes, “So, as Churchill 
said; it is the Englishman’s inalienable right 
to live wherever the hell he likes.  And 
so they say to any Englishman, ‘Are you 
homesick, and want to go back?  Do you 
think it’s going to vanish?  You think it’s 
not going to be there before I get back?’”
 This tacked onto the end of 
the song by the English rock band that 
originated in Manchester, shows Oasis’s 
stance about its recent American fame.
 The Beatles’ influences are also 
present from the “Dear Prudence” guitar 
at the end of “The Turning” to the “Give 
Peace a Chance” clap and stomp of “Get 
Off Your High Horse Lady.”  “Falling 
Down” employs an identical rhythm to the 

one invented by Ringo Starr on “Rain.”
 But the Beatles don’t own all the 
classic references on the disk.  The dirty 
guitar from “Waiting For the Rapture” 
evokes more of the Doors’ “Five to One,” 
and echoes of the Who can be heard on 

“Ain’t Got Nothin.” “Bag it Up” seems 
vaguely reminiscent of Pink Floyd.
 Despite the influences, this latest 
offering from Oasis still exhibits their 
powerful writing and musicianship. 
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Three Cheers for Changeling
Joanna Harkins
Staff Writer

 In the new Drama, Changeling, 
Angelina Jolie plays a single mother 
desperate to find her missing son in 
twenties-era Los Angeles. But it’s not 
that simple. Christine Collins’ son, Walter 
Collins, disappears one night while his 
mom is working an extra shift. 
 When Christine comes home to 
find him gone, she searches around the 
neighborhood; but to no avail. Even now, 
there is foreshadowing of Christine’s 
struggle and emotional roller coaster. The 
police refuse to help find her son until 
morning; Christine is reduced to tears.

Meanwhile, the Los Angeles 
Police Department’s reputation is slowly 
going under. 

Violence and corruption are 
words commonly associated with their 
police chief and force. Once the police start 
to help Christine, it becomes clear that it 
is only a publicity stunt to help them save 
their reputation. 

The plot hinges on the fact that 
the LAPD return a boy to Christine who is 
not her son. She tries to tell herself that it is 
her son and she’s simply overreacting; but 
her maternal instincts never fail. 

She can’t truthfully say this boy 

is her Walter. All of the evidence is in 
Christine’s favor, but few people believe 
her. The LAPD does all that it can to 
convince the public that this boy is, in fact, 
Walter Collins. They only want to cover up 
Christine’s ordeal and their mistake. 
 The only person who truly 
believes her is a Presbyterian minister, Rev. 
Gustav Briegleb, played by John Malkovich 
(Burn After Reading). Malkovich’s fast 
paced performance provides a breath of 
fresh air; adding a degree of optimism to 
the movie. 
 He uses this issue as an 
opportunity to expose the LAPD’s corrupt 
ways, something he had been protesting for 
years. Christine works with the minister, to 
expose the LAPD. 
 Rev. Gustav Briegleb is the 
driving force behind Christine’s campaign 
against the LAPD. She overcomes every 
obstacle the LAPD throws her, including 
enduring a stay in a mental institution.

Angelina Jolie’s (Mr. & Mrs. 
Smith, Tomb Raider) performance of a 
desperate mother is wonderfully accurate 
and convincing.  Viewers will be kept on 
the edge of their seats as they watch this 
nail-biter. 

The little Walter Collins is played 
by Gattlin Griffith who turns in a great 
performance, especially considering his 

age. 
The corrupt police chief, desperate 

to please the mayor, is played by Colm 
Feore (Chicago, 24).  Another thing that 
makes this movie appealing is celebrated 
director, Clint Eastwood.

Based on a true story, this movie 
is not for the faint of heart. If you don’t like 
movies that make you cry, this is not for you.  
141 minutes long, and rated R, Changeling 
is now playing in area theatres. 

 Burn After Reading? Clap After Viewing!

 After recovering slightly from one 
of those massive laughter attacks that leaves 
you gasping for breath and wondering how 
many calories you just burned off, I turned 
to see the reactions of those sitting around 
me in the dark, popcorn-scattered theater.  
 The man sitting in an annoyingly 
squeaky chair a row in front of me turned 
and glared in my direction.  A few of my 
friends had grins on their faces.  Some 
sat in silence.  One friend had reacted as I 
had.  
 Burn After Reading is simply 
a movie that will induce many different 
reactions: some good, some bad, some of 
utter confusion.  
 In my opinion, it is a work of 
genius.  Obviously others, including that 

man sitting in front of me (even though 
there were dozens of other open seats 
available—I couldn’t put my feet up!) 
don’t agree with my assessment.  
 If you can’t appreciate the movie 
for its dark, yet bitingly clever witticisms 
and underhanded silliness, then appreciate 
it for its star-studded, uber-talented cast.  
 Brad Pitt turns in a side-splitting 
performance as the stereotypical gay 
sidekick to Francis McDormand’s cosmetic 
surgery-obsessed extortionist.  However, 
Pitt manages to transform this standard 
role into one that is uniquely his.  
 His gym-obsessed character 
accompanies Frances McDormand’s as she 
delves into a blackmail plot, the goal of 
which is to pay for the cosmetic surgeries 
that she so desperately wants.  The two 
get in way over their heads; to make a 
long story short, the CIA and the Russian 
embassy get involved. 

 George Clooney’s paranoid, 
bug-eyed, running-addicted character 
also shines.  He nervously jitters his way 
through the movie, adding yet another 
healthy dose of humor to accompany the 
piles already heaped in there.  
 The film’s directors, brothers 
Ethan and Joel Coen, are known for 
intelligent film noir (e.g. No Country 
For Old Men), laugh-out-loud comedies 
laced with dark undertones (e.g. Raising 
Arizona), and movies that seem to defy the 
boundaries of genre.  
 Burn After Reading falls into 
that blurry, in-between category.  If you 
like hunting for deeper satirical meaning 
within a hilarious outer plotline, go see this 
movie.  
 If you simply see what is on the 
surface, you might be left in the dust along 
with that guy who stole my foot-putting-up 
chair. 

Moey Fox
Editor-In-Chief

Fearless Swiftly Grabs Hearts
Natalie Cocozza
Staff Writer

 The highly anticipated sophomore 
album from Taylor Swift was finally 
released on November 11, 2008.  Girls 
of all ages had the date circled on their 
calendars with hearts. 
 The CD does not disappoint, 
according to the Washington Post’s high 
praise on the morning of the CD’s debut. 
 The article’s only complaint was 
that each of Taylor Swift’s songs has the 
repeated structure of a verse, followed by a 
refrain, followed by another verse.  
 The album’s title is Fearless, 
with many songs recounting the joys and 
disadvantages of young love. 
 The most appealing factor about 
Taylor Swift’s songs to many has been that 
she writes all of her own material. 
 However, in a departure from 

this, several of the songs on this CD are 
co-written, such as “Hey Stephen,” which 
she co-wrote with fellow female pop artist 
Colbie Caillat. 
 Sad songs, like “White Horse” 
and “You’re Not Sorry,” are skillfully 
interspersed with more upbeat selections 
such as “Love Story” and “You Belong 
with Me.” The equal distribution of both 
makes for a CD that will satisfy any mood, 
any day of the week. 
 Taylor glorifies a girl’s fantasy 
dream world by singing about kissing in the 
rain and princesses and princes throughout 
her album.  
 She sends serious messages to 
girls too, as she seizes the opportunity to 
tell girls to be cautious in their high school 
years in the song “Fifteen.” 
 If the number of raving reviews 
already on iTunes is any indication, we can 
be sure her messages are being heard. 
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