
April 13, 2015 

 

Knights Finish 2nd in Myrtle Beach Mingo Bay Classic Tournament 

 

The Knights traveled south to Myrtle Beach South Carolina to compete in the week long Mingo 

Bay Classic Baseball Tournament. The tournament featured 28 high school baseball teams from 

all over the country with only four teams advancing to the semifinals. 

 

 
 

Game 1 (Tuesday, April 7): 

O’Connell 10 – West Seneca East (NY) 0 

 

The Knights came out swinging in the top of the first inning scoring three runs on a RBI double 

by Rafi Vazquez and a two run double by Patrick Ryan and never looked back. 

 

Jack Basse had three hits and Brian Murray had two hits to lead the Knights. 

 

The Knights added four more runs in the top of the fourth. A double by Bennie Spady ignited the 

offense, scoring Aidan Koferl and Luke Stievater. That was followed up by Jack Gehrig's single, 

bringing home John Hogan. 

 

Brian Murray dominated the West Seneca lineup allowing only 1 hit while striking out 7 over 4 

scoreless frames. Mitchel Kay pitched the fifth and final inning striking out the side. 

 

Game 2 (Wednesday, April 8): 

O’Connell 2 – Buena (NJ) 1 

 

The Knights went up against 2014 New Jersey State Champions Buena High School and Pre-

season All American pitcher Denny Brady (10-0 last season) in game two of the tournament. 

 

Once again, the Knights got things going in the bottom of the first. Patrick Ryan Doubled to 

right, Freshman Aiden Koferl was hit by a pitch and Rafi Vazquez delivered a booming double 

to left center scoring Ryan and courtesy runner Brandon Horwath to give the Knights an early 2-

0 lead. 

https://gc.com/p5524d1ae33af050e72000121
https://gc.com/p54f669150b0e3700249b82cb
https://gc.com/p5523d1ae33af05ff12000057
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https://gc.com/p54f66997341e000022c280a0


 

That was all the runs the Knights would need as Corey Burch was solid on the mound pitching 5 

innings and allowing only 1 run on 4 hits and a walk. Jack Basse pitched a scoreless final two 

innings for the save to preserve the 2-1 victory. 

 

Game 3 (Thursday, April 9): 

O’Connell 3 – Pigeon Forge (TN) 1 

 

The third and final game of pool play featured two teams that were undefeated in the 

Tournament and would determine who would advance to the Tournament Semi-Final. The 

Knights had allowed only 1 run through the first two games and Pigeon Forge only 2 runs. 

 

Trailing 1-0 in the third inning, the Knights offense came to life with one of two doubles by Rafi 

Vazquez, an RBI ground out by Wil DiGuillian and a RBI single by Jack Basse. Shortstop 

Patrick Ryan also doubled and just missed a home run hitting the top of the fence in left field. 

 

The story of the night was pitcher Rafi Vazquez. Vazquez was magnificent striking out 13 

batters and allowing only 1 run on 2 hits and a walk for the complete game 3-1 victory.  

 

With two outs and runners on second and third in the top of the seventh, Vazquez induced a 

groundout to second baseman Wil DiGuillian for the final out of the game. 

 

Game 4 – Semi Final (Friday, April 10): 

O’Connell 7 – High Point Christian (NC) 0 

 

With their 3-0 tournament record and only 2 runs allowed, the Knights advanced to the 

semifinals as the number one seed against a High Point Christian team who had yet to lose a 

game this season. 

 

Shortstop Patrick Ryan was the hitting star for the Knights. He had two RBI’s and three hits 

including a double. Nick Meruvia, Rafi Vazquez, Corey Burch and Brian Murray had two hits 

each to pace the offense. Miles Hudzick and Burch had RBI singles and Jack Gehrig also drew a 

key bases loaded walk late in the game. 

 

On the mound, Wil DiGuillian pitched 5 innings allowing 2 earned runs on 7 hits and no walks 

while striking out 4 for the win. Jack Basse pitched the final two innings for the save.  

 

Game 5 – Championship (Saturday, April 11): 

St. Rita (IL) 10 – O’Connell 2 

 

The Knights championship run came to an end at the hands of St. Rita High School (Ranked #7 

in the nation by USA Today). An early 2-0 lead for the Knights was erased in the middle innings 

of the game by the tough St. Rita team.  

 

Head Coach Kyle Padgett said “It was a great trip and a great tournament on a number of fronts. 

The guys did a great job on the field and really played some outstanding baseball and beat some 



very good teams. Our pitching was outstanding all week, our defense steady, and our offense was 

very dynamic in finding a number of ways to score runs with production throughout. Even more 

importantly, I think that this was a great team building trip that should set us up to be a very 

dangerous team as we head down the home stretch and into the WCAC and State playoffs. A 

special thanks to all the families who helped make this trip possible and to those who joined us 

on the trip.” 

 

O’Connell pitching Coach Rob Riley added “These guys came together this week and showed 

they can compete at a high level vs. some excellent competition. This tournament made us a 

better team as many guys stepped up and contributed. I hope they can build on this experience 

and take this energy home with them.” 

 

The Knights (10-5) continue WCAC league play this week with games on Tuesday at Good 

Counsel, Wednesday at DeMatha and Thursday at home against McNamara. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


