
 

Jacobs Field at Burch Stadium 
 

The O’Connell Baseball Field has undergone a complete evolution since the first baseball 

team played here in 1957. The Knights played with wooden bats back then on a stretch of 

ground that was more a sandlot than a baseball diamond. 
 

For those first practices, the players and coaches laid makeshift fields with lime, bases and 

a home plate. The original field was located at the Underwood and 26
th

 Streets intersection, 

in the bowl which is now the southwestern end of the football field. 
 

By the mid-60’s and early 70’s O’Connell Baseball was on a rampage. These were magical 

years as Coach Al Burch led a 14 year run of winning seasons (1963 – 1977), garnering a 

247-69-2 record. One of the most impressive feats of this dynasty was a 1963 – 1965 

winning streak of 42 games. Though the team was still playing baseball in the bowl, they 

now had a backstop and benches. 
 

In 1977, Al Burch became principal of O’Connell and the reins were passed to his assistant 

coach, Harry M. “Jake” Jacobs. The decade of the 70’s saw many improvements to the 

sports facilities at the school. The football stadium caused the relocation of baseball to the 

southeastern end of the plant, at the corners of Trinidad and 26
th

 Streets. With Mr. 

Burch’s blessing, funds were raised to build dugouts and a press box, install fencing and 

bleachers, and create a “true” infield. The winning tradition of baseball at O’Connell 

continued. 
 

By the early 1980’s, baseball was well into its second dynasty under Jake’s leadership. 

When he retired in 1996, he left with a record of 212-83-1. The field received much needed 

maintenance and was dedicated to Jake in 1997. 
 

In 2013, the baseball field underwent a total renovation and was renamed Jacobs Field at 

Burch Stadium in honor of Jake Jacobs and Al Burch. The field was reoriented with home 

plate now near 26
th

 Street. A new state of the art playing surface was installed along with 

fencing and a pro style scoreboard.  More improvements including new dugouts, safety 

netting, press box and bleachers are currently planned for the new stadium. 
 



 
 

 
 

 


