
AP US Government and Politics 

Summer Assignment 

Details: 
 

Each student enrolled in AP Government must visit the United States Capitol in 

Washington DC this summer. As the Capitol is the meeting place for both the House 

of Representatives and the United States Senate, it is an important site for our 

studies. Students can gain a first-hand political experience watching Congress in 

action! Students should view the Capitol Rotunda, the exhibition museum, and, as 

circumstances permit, both houses of Congress. The historic Capitol is free to all 

visitors but you must book tickets either in advance or by taking your chances with 

limited same-day passes. For more information on ticketing and guided tours, visit: 

http://www.visitthecapitol.gov/. You must also visit the United States Supreme Court 

(a savvy student can easily do both in the same day) to help you better understand 

the Judicial Branch. In addition to your visit, a mandatory completed worksheet and 

scrapbook are required (scrapbooks can be done in groups). This project will serve as 

both a primer on US Government but also as a practical piece of experiential 

knowledge. It is not enough to seek out the words of men; it is more right to seek out 

their deeds.  

 

Mandatory:  

 

Exhibition Hall: home to E Pluribus Unum - Out of Many One, the only exhibition in 

the world dedicated to telling the story of the United States Congress and the U.S. 

Capitol. Exhibition Hall features original documents and artifacts, videos, touchable 

models, computer interactives and two small theaters, providing visitors with an in-

depth look at how Congress works, the history of the Capitol and Congress, as well 

as information on Representatives and Senators. 

 

Capitol Rotunda: The symbolic and physical heart of the United States Capitol is the 

Rotunda, an imposing circular room 96 feet in diameter and 180 feet in height. It is 

the principal circulation space in the Capitol, connecting the House and Senate sides, 

and is visited by thousands of people each day. 

 

Senate and House Galleries: open to visitors whenever either body is in session. In 

addition, the House Gallery is open 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday – Friday, when the 

House is not in session. Passes are required to enter either gallery at any time. 

Visitors may obtain gallery passes from the offices of their Senators or Representative 

(this is MANDATORY. Yes, that means you must find out who your Representative 

or Senator is and contact him or her!).  

 

The United States Supreme Court: open to the public, this is an important aspect of 

our nation’s government – one seldom visited. View the public galleries and follow 

tours to find out important information. The Supreme Court is open Monday through 

Friday from 9 am to 4:30 pm. A must see exhibition: In war and peace: the Supreme 

Court and the Civil War. View the web portal to plan your visit: 

http://www.supremecourt.gov/visiting/visitorservices.aspx   

 

 

http://www.visitthecapitol.gov/
http://www.supremecourt.gov/visiting/visitorservices.aspx


Rules:  

 
First, you must plan your visit: book tickets, contact your representatives, locate tour 

information, and schedule transportation. 

Second, you must visit the Capitol: the Exhibition Hall, the Capitol Rotunda, and the 

House and Senate Galleries and the United States Supreme Court.  

Third, you must complete your worksheet (details to follow). 

Fourth, you must complete a scrapbook of your visit (details to follow). 

 

AP GOVERNMENT SUMMER WORKSHEET 

Answers must be in essay form 

 and cover any pertinent historical and/or political facts 

 

1. Detail a brief history of the United States Capitol.  

 

2. Describe the Capitol Rotunda, especially looking at the bas reliefs and the 

extraordinary painting of President Washington. What are some striking features 

you note and how do they advance our notion of government?  

 

3.  Describe the Senate and House Galleries (or just the House Gallery if Congress 

is not in session). What is it that you first notice? Is there anything in the room(s) 

that indicates what might take place there? 

 

4. From your tour of the Exhibition Hall, explain how a Bill becomes a Law. You 

must be thorough here. Research your answer: discuss rules, 

committees/subcommittees, votes, and debate.  

 

Senate: 

 

Who is the leader of the Senate (politically and operationally)? 

What powers does he/she have? 

How many Senators are there and why? Who are yours? 

What is a filibuster? How can you end one? 

What are the Senate terms of office and the electoral qualifications? 

What (and who) is a President pro-tem? Duties?  

Who is the president of the Senate? Duties?  

What committee(s) do your Senators serve on and what do they do? 

 

House of Representatives: 

 

Who is the leader of the House? Title? 

What powers does he/she have (especially important!)? 

How many Representatives are there and why? 

Who is your representative? 

What are the terms of office and electoral qualifications for a representative? 

What committee(s) does your Representative serve on and what do they do?  

 

 

 

 



The Supreme Court 

 

Who is the leader of the Supreme Court and what is his/her title? 

How many members are on the Supreme Court? Why? Who sets the number?  

Where in the Constitution do we find out about the Supreme Court? 

What does the Supreme Court do?  

Who is the best Chief Justice and why? 

 

SCRAPBOOK: 

 

EACH student must have photos of each mandatory location! In addition, EACH 

student MUST be in the photo for it to count. Some photos, of course, will not require 

student presence (like a photo of the Pocahontas Bas relief – EXTRA CREDIT if you 

have it!!). But each scrapbook MUST contain a photo of EACH student in EACH 

location.  If groups do a scrapbook together, the same rules apply: the group scrapbook 

MUST contain EACH student at EACH location (of course it can be a group photo in 

this case). Scrapbooks must also contain ticket stubs, brochures, trinkets, etc. EACH 

scrapbook MUST contain the ticket stub for the House and Senate Galleries! Extra 

points for a visit to the Supreme Court! 

 

Scoring: 

 

100 points for the Worksheet 

100 points for the Scrapbook 

 

Guide to scrapbook scoring: 

 

50% by meeting the basic requirement of having a student-accompanied photo in 

each of the three mandatory locations.  

 

25% for having the necessary Gallery Viewing ticket and other stubs, brochures and 

trinkets, buttons and pins. 

 

15% for flare: how does your scrapbook look? It should be fun and informational, 

capturing the memory of your tour.  

 

10% for extra credit: picture of Pocahontas Bas Relief, a picture of what Virginia 

donated to the Capitol (each state donates something), and any other fun things you 

can think of.  

 

SUMMER PROJECT SCORING FOR THE 1ST QUARTER 
 

This project will be scored out of 100 points and will count as a quarter test. 

 

 

Please email me as soon as you receive this project. I need a parent and student 

signature on this form! (which can be done via email) 

 

Email: ghaas@bishopoconnell.org 


